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particular; and all that we afterwards do with these 'intel-
ligibles' is to distribute them in all the details and corners
of our experience. But our intuitive feeling of right gives
us no similar inkling of its range; it not only arises on
occasion 0/"some individual act of will, but is strictly apart
of it> a consciousness that the motive we have obeyed is
better or woise than that which we might have followed;
and there is no implicit forecast of the future extension
of the incipient scale- It is not a irpcCo^w, but a simple
erwet&jem. When other springs of action come into play
as competitors for our volition, each instance of choice intro-
duces us to a new i elation of superiority and adds a fresh
term to the climax of right; so that it is constructed for us
piecemeal^ and only at last, on the exhaustion of all the
elements of our alternative experience, is it built up into
total conscience, and exhibits the sweep of moral authority
from base to summit. Here, therefore, the development of
our knowledge is not downwards from the ideal essences to
the instances, taken one by one; but upwards from single
cases of alternative to the full contents of Right; inverting
Cudworth's rule, 'that knowledge doth not begin in indi-
viduals, but ends in them V

(6) One reason more I will mention against crediting
the intellect with the parentage of the moral apprehensions.
It is evident that though human beings cannot be affected
by their several springs of action without some conscious-
ness of their relative worth, yet that this consciousness is
not necessarily attached to the instinctive impulses them-
selves ; for in infra-human animals many of them exist and
operate, obviously unattended by any ethical self-estimate.
The question then arises, at what particular point of the
interval between other animals and man does this con-
sciousness find entrance ? Is it his advantage in point of
understanding) that makes the difference ? If the instinctive
skill of the tribes of earth and air and water were made1
calculative instead of blind; if the bee4iive were built as
1 Eternal and Immutable Morality, Bk. IV. ni. 13 (p. 461).